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I am not entirely sure how I 
found myself rashly 
volunteering to produce this 
edition of the newsletter.  
(Most likely it was due to 
“post-natal exhaustion” 
following the birth of our 
recent litter!) 

However, to try to follow in 
the footsteps of our previous 
Editor, Barbie Penney, with 
all her wealth of experience, 
enthusiasm and dedication is
an impossible task. (More of 
Barbie’s retirement later.) 

So in order to minimize the 
chances of this edition being 
compared, with previous 
newsletters and found 
wanting, I decided to try and 
make it different!  

The pANCA Research Project 
Many of you may have 
already booked your place in 
the next round of sampling 
sessions for the Longitudinal 
Study.  (Details and booking 
procedure on page 2) 

The results from the last 
round of sampling were sent 
out in August and should 
now have been received by 
all participants.   

If there are any queries, 
please address them to Dr 
Allenspach’s team at the 
Royal Veterinary College.  If 
you have not yet booked
your place at one of the 
sessions, please do so right 
now!  

WHI Newsletter 

From the Editor’s Desk 
We hope this will give a 
distinctly fresh and varied 
approach, although, of 
course, the health and well-
being of the Soft-Coated 
Wheaten terrier will continue 
to be at the heart of our 
publications. 

We would really appreciate 
your feedback and we would 
also welcome contributions 
from you for future 
newsletters.  Is there an issue 
you are concerned about (see 
my editorial later in this 
issue), or an experience you 
would like to share? 

We can all learn from each 
other and best of all, our  
dogs reap the benefit.                

Lynn Carter
   

I hope you will find the new 
format “user-friendly” and 
the contents of interest. 
 

Though we can’t promise to 
achieve Barbie’s attention to 
detail – we can promise you 
variety in future newsletters,
as we will probably share in 
the task, with each 
newsletter having a “guest” 
Editor, rather than a single 
person taking the job on 
permanently.  

It is really vital that we 
continue to support Dr 
Allenspach’s research.  We 
have come so far but without 
continued commitment, we 
will not gather the data 
which the RVC team need to 
draw their conclusions.  

If neither of the dates is 
possible for you then please 
have your Vet take the blood 
sample     to      send        to
Dr Allenspach around the 

same time as the sessions in 
mid-September.   

This maintains the optimum
time-lapse between samples.  
Details about how to carry 
out sampling through your
vet are available from the 
RVC Clinical Investigations 
Centre, 01707 666 605, or 
email cic@rvc.ac.uk 

You and your Vet will 
receive information on how 
to collect and mail the 
sample to the RVC pANCA
Team.  This should be done
early in the week so that the 
sample can be processed 
whilst fresh. 
 

 

 

The members of the WHI 
steering group have been 
looking towards the end 
of the Longitudinal Study 
and  considering how we 
might acknowledge the 
selfless contribution made 
by the  participants, in a 
memorable way.  

Their service to the breed 
deserves recognition.   

Look out for further 
details in future 
Newsletters.  
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A Brief Summary of the pANCA Project data up to 
September 2009, by Dr Karin Allenspach med.Vet. 

FVH, DECVIM -CA MRCVS 

 



 
 

 
Overview of pANCA test results to date (all dogs with �  2 samples) 
Sample 1 Sample 2 Sample 3 Number of dogs 
Positive Positive  Positive 3 
Positive Positive  Negative 3 
Positive Positive  n/a 2 
Positive Negative Negative 5 
Positive n/a Negative 4 
Negative Positive Positive 1 
Negative Negative Negative 72 
n/a Negative Negative 1 
Negative n/a Negative 5 
Negative Negative n/a 3 
Total   99 
 

Longitudinal study 3 (Sampling 4) 
Scheduled for September 2009 
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It is great to be back on the 
‘frontline’ of WHI and I am 
very pleased and honoured to 
have been given the job of 
pANCA Project Coordinator. 
A big and well deserved ‘thank 
you’ must go to Carole Barnes-
Davies, as the original pANCA
Coordinator, for her 
commitment and hard work over 
the past 6 years.

    
Carole is a founder member of 
WHI and is now taking a well 

earned rest.  
The Sampling sessions for the 
next round of the Longitudinal 
Study are as follows: 
Saturday 19 September at Saint 
Michael's Hall, Lechlade Road, 
Highworth, Wilts,  
SN6 7HF 
and 
Saturday 26 September at The 
Village Hall, West Street, Weedon 
Bec, Northants,  
NN7 4QU 

 If you can attend one of 
these testing sessions please 
contact either:  
 
Sandra Jeffries, 
wheatenhealth@aol.com,  
Tel: 01246 554742  
or  
Judy Creswick 
scwtc.sec@btinternet.com.  
Tel: 01670 512832 

From the pANCA Project Co-ordinator  – Sandra Jeffries 

Please Remember! 

Try to attend one of the 
arranged sessions, which 
includes a physical 
examination, pANCA test 
and albumin measurement, 
free of charge. 
  
Dogs need to be fasted for at 
least 6 hours prior to the 
test taking place. 
 

 

 



 
 

 

adequate as a form of 
identification at present but 
that, by next year, they hoped 
all dogs being hip-scored 
would have to be identified by 
microchip or ear tattoo. 

Now I have to say that this 
came as news to me and it 
wasn’t much consolation to the 
owner, whose dog now had a 
microchip that she had not 
wanted in the first place!  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
I rang the KC to check the facts 
with them and was told that 
dogs would indeed have to be 
micro-chipped or have an ear 
tattoo from January 2010 in 
order to be hip-scored.  
 
I am concerned by this on two 
counts: 
Firstly, what effect may this 
legislation have on the number 
of people hip-scoring their 
dogs?  It is after all, adding 
another expense, let alone, as 
in this case, putting pressure on
an owner to put their dog 
through a procedure, which 
they may not want. 

And secondly, on a personal 
note, I have my litters ear-
tatooed anyway, so it may not 
be of immediate impact to me 
but I, like many others, feel 
that there are still too many 
question marks over the safety 
and security of microchips as a 

 

In January 2010 your dog 

must be identified by an 

ear tattoo or a microchip 

to be hip-scored. 

I recently heard from a 
concerned dog owner who had 
taken her dog to the vet for 
routine hip-scoring.   

She took along his KC 
registration papers and then left 
the surgery and went home to 
wait until he was ready to be 
collected.   

The dog was going to have 
some routine dentistry work 
carried out at the same time and 
was therefore having a general 
anaesthetic.  

When the phone call from the 
surgery came, it was to tell her 
that they could not continue 
with the hip-scoring (the dog 
was already under anaesthesia) 
because he had no microchip or 
ear tattoo! 

The owner protested that his 
KC registration document was 
at the surgery and that his 
registration number was 
sufficient as a form of 
identification but the the vet 
insisted that he could not
continue with the hip x-ray 
unless the owner agreed to the 
dog being microchipped first. 

With great reluctance the owner 
finally felt she had no option
but to agree to that the dog 
should be chipped but made it 
quite clear that she was doing 
so under duress. 

Before collecting the dog later 
that day, the owner did some 
research and finally spoke to 
someone at the BVA.   

She was told that the Vet had 
been incorrect and that the KC 
registration number was

      Editorial:      New Legislation – A Cause for Concern? 

form of identification.   

Now you may call me cynical 
but I wonder just how long it 
will be before the ear tattoo is 
also deemed inadequate as a 
form of ID and the only 
acceptable method becomes
the microchip. 

Of course, I daresay this will 
have nothing whatever to do 
with the resulting financial 
gain for those who make them, 
those who implant them, those 
who may occasionally carry 
out surgery to remove them or 
for those who may provide the 
treatment for any associated 
health issues that they may 
cause in the future! 

Lynn Carter

August 2009
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“Old dogs, like old shoes, are 
comfortable.  They might be 
a bit out of shape and a little 
worn around the edges, but 
they fit well.” 

Bonnie Wilcox,  
“Old Dogs, Old Friends” 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Update on the Colony Dogs 
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Background 
Many of you will know of the 
work of Dr. Shelly Vaden of 
North Carolina State University 
(NCSU) 
 
In 1995, Dr Vaden was 
successful in securing grants to 
enable her to study the "The 
Mode of Inheritance of 
PLE/PLN in SCWTs."   
These funds provided for the 
support of a Colony of dogs 
which began with a Wheaten 
bitch who was bred to an 
affected dog.  Eventually an 
affected dog was bred to a 
Beagle (chosen because there 
had been no documented cases 
of kidney disease in that breed) 
and produced the “Wheagles” 
in 1996  
 
Dr Vaden continues to study the 
colony dogs and it was through 
working with Dr Vaden, at 
NCSU that Dr Allenspach first 
became actively involved with 
the SCWT. 
 
Dr Vaden’s  latest report on her 
work with the Colony dogs is 
printed in its entirety here, with 
the kind permission of Carol 
Carlson of SCWTCA 
Endowment Inc.. 
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Wheatens understand the joy of life. 
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Sandra’s snippets 

Bath time 
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“The one absolutely 

unselfish friend that a 

man can have in this 

selfish world, the one 

that never proves 

ungrateful or 

treacherous, is his dog.” 

George Graham Vest 
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Managing Incontinence in the Elderly Dog 

E
��
 	���
 ������
 �����������


�
 ����
 ������
 ��	���
 ����
 �
�

��
 	��
 ��
 

 ������
 ��
 ��
� ����


.�
 ����
 	��
 �
�
 ����
 �������
 ��

��
 
��
��
 
	���
���
 ��
 �
��
 ����

	��
����"�	
��
 ����
F��
 ��
�
��

�����
 
��
 
��
 ��	�������

��������
 �����
 �
�
 ��B����

���
������
 ���
 ��
����
 

 �����

����������
 
 .�
 ����
 	��
 �
�
 ��

��	�������
 ��
���
 ���������
 ����

F��
 �
 �
 ���������
 0���
���

������
�����
�����
��
�������
���

���������
 ������
 
�	
 �������

��
"
���
 
 !���
 ���������
 ������

��
"���
 	��
 ��
 
���
 ��
 ��
 ����


Page 8 of 12 

����	
 ��
����
 ����

��������
 �����
 ����
 �
�

��
"��"�	
��
���
	��

�	

	�����	
 ����
 ���
 ������

����
	
�
 ���
 
�	
 ���
���

���
 ��
	��
 
�	
C������
 .�

��������
 ���
 
������

����
��
 ��
 ��
��
 ����

���
 ��
 ��
�
 
�
 
����
 ��

��������
 ����
��
 ����

���"���
 ��
 ��
 �
����

��
��
�����



����
	�����


	��
����



������
 �����
 ���
 ����

	�� �
 ��
�
 �
�	
 
�
 ����

����
 �
�����
 ��
 ���� �
 �
�


�	
 �B���G�
 �������
 ����

��
 ����
 "��	��
 ���
 

 	��

��
 
��
 
���
 ���
 ���
 
�

��	����
 	�� �
 
�����

������
��
��
����
"��	��� 

��	�����	�
�� 


�
 B���"
 
�	
 ������
 �
��


����
�
�����
����
	���
��

��
 	�����
 
�	
 ���
 ���

��
����
 
�	
 ���	�������

���������
 
 !��
 ���� ��
 
�

%�	�
��
�
��
��
����
���

����
 �����
 �����
 %�/�
�

0��, ��������
 ���	�����

�
�������
 ���
 ����	

��������
 	�
 ����
 ����
 
��

��
����
 
�	

���	�������(�





0���
 ���
 �����
 ��
 �
��

�
���
 ����
 

 ����
 
�	

���
 ����
 ���
 <-��
 ��

��
�����
 
�	
 

 ��
�����

��
 ���
 ���	�� ������


���
��
 

 ������
 
�	
 �����



 ������
 �
��
��
 ����

�������
 ����
 ���
 	�� �

��� 
 ��
��

H���
.
	�	
�
�

I �� 
��
�D



9����
 ���
 �������
 ���"


���
 �������
 ����������

����
 ���
 ��
�
 ��
����
 ���

	�� �
 ��
	
 �����
 �
���

����
 ���
 ��	�
 
�	
 ����


��
 ������	
 
�	
 ����

� 
��
��	
 ���"
 ���

�������
 ����
 ���
 ��
	


�	
 ��GG���
 
 :�����
 
�	

�����
 ���
 
��
 ���
 ��
��

�������
 @
 ��
� �
 ���
 ��

���	
 ��
 ����
��
 	��
 ��

���
 ���
�
 �
�
 
�	
 ����

����������
 	��
 
�	

������	�
 ���
�
 ����

%�/�
�
 J����
 K��������

���
�
 ���
 �
�����

���	�����

�	
�����D



K��
 
��
 	���
 ���
 C���
 
�

��	����
 	���
 ����
 �����	

��
 �����
 
�
 B���"�
 
�	

�
"��
 ����
 ����
 
�	

������
 ���
 ���
 �����

���D




	��
 �
�
 ����
 ��
��	
 
�	
 ��
 ����

	��
 ��
 �����������
 
�
 ���
 �
�

������
 ���
 ��	�
 ����
 ����

��������
 ����
 ���
 ��
 		��
 �����

�
�
 �
���
 ��
"
���
 
0���
���
 �����

�
����
 ��
 �����
 ��
 ����
 

 	��
 �
�

"�	���
 ��
 �����
 ��������
 ��
 �
��

F���
 �������
 

 ����	
 
�	
 �����

����
 �����
 ��
 �����������
 ����

����
��
���
������



.�
 ���
 �
��
 L
 �������
 !
�
�
 �
�

��
���	
 ��
 ��
"
 ����
 ���
 ��
 � �
 


	���
 ������
 
 ;��
 ����	�
 
�	
 �����

����
��	
 ���
 �
�
 �
���
 ��
��

����
����
"�	���
�
�����
��������� 


���������	
��
����
�
���

 

 

 

 

 

Happiness is …………… 

…. a snoozy dinosaur. 

 

Bath time (continued) 
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Did You Know? 
Barbara Penney has 
produced a booklet called 
‘Grooming Tips for the 
Soft-Coated Wheaten 
Terrier’, contact Barbara 
on penney@btinternet.com 
or telephone 0117 932 
4297 for further details. 

  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“ Every boy who has a dog 

should also have a 

mother, so that the dog 

can be fed regularly.”

Anonymous

Incontinence (continued) 
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Since the last Newsletter we 
have had some changes in 
the WHI Steering Group.  At 
the end of May Barbara 
Penney decided it was time 
for her to retire and within a 
month of Barbie’s decision, 
Carole Barnes-Davies and 
Karen Francis also decided 
to step down from the 
Steering Group. 
 
Barbie and Carole were each 
founder members of WHI, 
which was started in 
February 2003, and Karen 
joined us very soon 
afterwards; all three have 
contributed enormously to 
our work and we wish to 
record our sincere thanks to 
them for their dedication and 
commitment to WHI. We are 
sad to loose such innovative 
and hardworking members of 
the group, but recognize that 
each has other priorities just 
now and we wish them well 
with these. 
Everyone knows of Barbie’s 
talents in the field of 

Changes in WHI 
donated items on-line. 
 
When Karen joined us she 
helped us to streamline our 
activities by identifying the 
need to have people in 
designated jobs … her 
organizational skills made 
her the ideal person to 
become our first Secretary.   
 
Karen played a pivotal role in 
finding a key speaker for our 
second Birthday Event and
this was our first introduction
to Dr Karin Allenspach.  Out 
of this association grew the 
pANCA project. 
 
Although they cease to be 
active members of the 
Steering Group, they have 
each reiterated their
commitment to Wheaten 
health and, as always, they 
continue to be available to 
offer support in any way they 
can. All three have been, and 
remain, real friends to the 
world of Wheatens 
 

publications, not only was 
she the creator and Editor of 
the WHI Newsletter, but she 
was also the Editor of the 
Bulletin of the Soft-Coated 
Wheaten Terrier Club of GB 
for 10 years, producing 30 
editions.  Barbie says she 
has many other things that 
she wants to devote her time 
to, and who knows, maybe 
that book she has always 
talked about will finally get 
the attention it deserves.  If it 
does come to fruition, I will 
be one of the first in the 
queue to buy it, because her 
knowledge of Wheaten 
history, coupled with her 
research skills, will make it a 
“must have” for every 
Wheaten enthusiast. 
Carole, as well as being 
pANCA Co-ordinator, also 
developed the WHI Website 
and during her time as 
Webmaster she conducted 
two very successful Silent 
Auctions on behalf of WHI, 
raising much needed funds 
through auctioning fantastic 

However, life at WHI goes 
on, and in order to facilitate 
the smooth running of things, 
we are delighted that Sandra 
Jeffries has returned to the 
Steering Group as the 
pANCA Research Project 
Co-ordinator;  Kate Watkins 
has taken on the role of 
Secretary and  Malcolm 
Jeffries has become the new 
Webmaster in addition to his 
Treasurer’s duties. He has 
spent much of the summer 
months working on this and 
his efforts will be revealed 
shortly!  Lynn Carter, brave 
lady that she is, agreed to 
edit the first Newsletter ‘post-
Barbie’. 

Jan Thackray
August 2009

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The WHI Educational Event – 24th May 2009

“DOG.  A kind of 

additional or subsidiary 

Deity designed to catch 

the over flow and surplus 

of the world’s worship.” 

Ambrose Bierce
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(It is worth noting that Purdie’s owner has 
managed to train her to cooperate with the 
regular x-ray procedure and lie very still 
on the table - without sedation!) 
 

In Newsletter sixteen, we recounted the 
story of Purdie, a Dandie Dinmont.   
 
Purdie had produced a lovely litter of 
puppies and then, at her next season, 
suffered severe and life-threatening 
urine infections, as a result of the 
production of struvite stones in her 
bladder.  At the time of the publication 
of the article, Purdie was making a 
good recovery from major surgery, her 
owner had implemented some advice 
from a homeopathic vet and was 
optimistic about the situation being 
under control.  We rejoin the story in 
the following update and find out how 
things have been since, for Purdie and 
her owner. 

 

The Management of Bladder Stones – an Owner’s Account 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phew! 

 
   
 
  “To provide a 
   platform for the 
   reception and  
   transmission of 
   information about  
   the health and well- 
   being of the Soft- 
   Coated Wheaten 
   Terrier”  
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“If you don’t own a dog, at least one, there is not necessarily 
anything wrong with you, but there may be something wrong 
with your life.” 

Roger Caras, “A Celebration of Dogs” 
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