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National Human Genome Research Institute
National lnstitutes of Health
50 South Drive, MSC 8000

Bldg. 50, Room 5347
Bethesda. MD 20892-8000

Dear Owner,

In2009 the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier club of America joined forces with the
Ostrander lab at the National Institutes of health to begin a new study aimed at identifying and
reducing the number and severity of genetic diseases within the SCWT breed. This study is
called the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Lifetime Health Study.
The goals of the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier lifetime health study
Our aim is to use a combination of blood samples, physical measurements and health
information to examine a variety of health issues important in the breed. We will then determine
the extent at which these health and morphological differences are genetic in basis, and use this
information and the genetic data we obtain to find genes important in disease susceptibility and
progression, as well as to understand the genetic basis of canine body shape and size. The
participants will be enrolled with a blood sample and health survey. Your dog fits the age
requirement for enrollment into the lifetime study but in order to complete his/her enrollment we
need you to fill out the attached health questionnaire and enrollment form. After enrollment you
will receive an annual survey asking for updates regarding your dog's continued health and
standard care. These surveys will change slightly year to year sometimes including more
environmental questions and at least one survey will include body measurements and appearance
evaluations. We will use the information you provided each year to determine the incidence of a
variety of diseases within the breed and calculate the likely genetic component of each. Those
diseases or conditions that are found to have a strong inherited component will be analyzed
further to find the regions of genome associated with the disease or condition.

Lifetime Health Study Participation
In order to be successful, this study will require a commitment from the owners who
enroll their dogs. In addition to the annual surveys, if your dog is ever diagnosed with a disease,
we will want copies of veterinary reports showing the diagnoses, the methods that were used to
make the diagnosis, and any laboratory reports from the same. Your participation in the study,
your dog's pedigree, all health information provided by your veterinarian, and any data we get
from your dog's DNA sample will remain confidential and will not be disclosed to owners,
breeders, club personnel, the AKC, or AKC affiliates.
We hope that you are as excited about the SCWT lifetime study as we are and will take
fill out the introductory survey and return it to us here in the lab. Pictures of your
SCWT that you would like to submit to us are always welcomed. If you have any questions or
would like an electronic version of the survey sent to you, please contact us at
dog genome@mail.nih.gov or call Gretchen Carpintero at 301-451-9390.

the time to

Sincerely,

Heidi Parker, PhD
Senior Staff Scientist
The NHGRI Dog Genome Project

